mrs etteen. I know. But isnt it queer? I am not an ugly
woman. I am not a very unamiable woman. I dont think I am
an exceptionally stupid woman. I do think I am rather a fascinat-
ing woman: at least I always secure the attention of men. I have
even infatuated more than one. And the upshot of it all is that I
have had three husbands, and have been unable to keep one of
them, though I have taken the greatest trouble to charm and
please them. And here is Clara, who never cares what she does
or says, who buys her clothes anywhere and flings them on any-
how, who bullies us and quarrels with us and rides roughshod
over all our poor little susceptibilities, and yet keeps her wonder-
ful husband without an effort, though we all want to take him
from her.
clara. Whats the matter with my clothes? I dont get them
anywhere: I get them from Valentino's, where you get yours;
and I pay what I am asked. What more can I do? You dont expect
me to spend my life bothering about my appearance, do you? I
am not a professional husband stealer.
mrs etteen. You dont need to steal husbands, dear. Youve got
the best one in the market for nothing. But we poor pretty things
dress and dress, and paint and paint, and dye and dye, and charm
and charm, and all in vain. They wont stay with us even if we
catch them once in a while. That is what I want you to explain to
me, Mr Champernoon. It is so unjust.
IMMENSO [tackling the subject ponderously and seriously\ I take it
that a married life, to be permanent, must be part of nature's daily
food. Now nature's daily food is not excessively agreeable. A man
cannot live on Bath buns.
mrs etteen. An elephant can.
immenso. A very palpable hit, Mrs Etteen. I had, in fact, com-
pared myself to an elephant just before you came in. And curi-
ously enough, I live very largely on buns. But they are plain
currant buns. An attempt to live on Bath buns would result in a
surfeit of sweetness. If I call Clara a currant bun—
clara. I shall call you a sausage roll; so there I
immenso. My sister, who hasno illusions about me, will call me
	

